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were off campus and wanted to go to a 
place that was not as congested as a 
veterans hospital, but I will tell you 
that PTSD is truly a health phe-
nomenon. 

The distinctive sexual trauma that 
some of my colleagues have mentioned 
that women have hidden and never spo-
ken about for years should not be re-
jected when they come forward finally 
because we have opened the system to 
be able to secure health care. They 
should not be, in essence, directed to a 
life of drug abuse and alcohol abuse be-
cause they are fearing. They should be 
able to get health care. 

So I ask my colleagues, 26,000 and 
growing and others who are also in-
volved, this is an important motion to 
instruct, and I congratulate, again, Ms. 
BROWNLEY. My heart breaks—as she 
served as the ranking member on the 
Health Subcommittee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs—my heart breaks that when you 
are abused, when your face is abused, 
when your body is abused, that is a 
health crisis. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Having just 
come back from my community where 
two women and families have been 
killed through the violence of domestic 
violence, they live no more—but what 
about those who are soldiers who put 
on the uniform who are experiencing a 
lifelong experience of injuries and psy-
chological trauma? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support this motion to instruct offered 
by my colleague, Ms. BROWNLEY. What 
more can we do or how much less can 
we do for women and men who put on 
the uniform who are suffering from 
sexual trauma? It must be part of the 
Veterans’ Affairs health reform. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, might I inquire if the gen-
tleman from Colorado will have any 
additional speakers? 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, there are no plans to have any 
additional speakers. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Then I 
am prepared to close. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I once 
again urge all Members to oppose the 
motion to instruct, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

In closing, I would like to add that as 
ranking member of the Health Sub-
committee, I led a hearing last July to 
address VA care and treatment for 
military sexual trauma survivors. 

The subcommittee looked at the co-
ordination of care and services offered 
by the Department of Defense and the 
VA. I was truly saddened to listen to 
the testimonies of those who spoke. 

Their pain and suffering was evident in 
every word they spoke. I know it was 
hard for all of them to share their sto-
ries, and I know all of us understand 
the immense bravery it took for them 
to do so. 

I know that all of us, including those 
who have come to speak today, are 
dedicated to addressing military sexual 
assault. The Senate bill takes an im-
portant step forward toward that end. 
It is but one very important reason 
why I call on my colleagues to support 
this motion to instruct. 

Let’s insist that the Department of 
Defense and the VA address the epi-
demic of military sexual assault, which 
must include appropriate care and 
treatment of trauma survivors, and 
let’s adopt the language in the Senate 
bill that addresses military sexual 
trauma. 

We have a bill before us that was 
crafted by Members of Congress whose 
dedication to our veterans is beyond 
question, but we are running out of 
time. We have a bill that we know will 
pass both Houses, that we know the 
President will sign, that we know will 
provide significant relief to our vet-
erans immediately. 

We simply cannot negotiate any 
longer. Time is of the essence. We 
should move forward. We should adopt 
the Senate bill. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on the motion to instruct conferees, 
and, Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
today, in my district, we buried Dr. 
Evelyn E. Thornton, the first African 
American to graduate from the Univer-
sity of Houston with a Ph.D. in math 
and a leader in civic matters and edu-
cation. 

Because of my responsibility of 
speaking at this civic leader’s funeral 
home going service, I missed the fol-
lowing votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall vote No. 442, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on the motion on ordering 
the previous question on H.R. 4935 and 
H.R. 3393; 

On rollcall vote No. 443, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on H. Res. 680, a rule pro-
viding for the consideration of H.R. 

4935, Child Tax Credit Improvement 
Act, and H.R. 3393, Student and Family 
Tax Simplification Act; 

On rollcall vote No. 444, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on an amendment to H.R. 
4984, Empowering Students Through 
Enhanced Counseling Act, offered by 
Mr. KILMER and Mr. HINOJOSA; 

On rollcall vote No. 445, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on a motion to recommit 
H.R. 4984, Empowering Students 
Through Enhanced Counseling Act; 

On rollcall vote No. 446, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on final passage of H.R. 
4984, Empowering Students Through 
Enhanced Counseling Act; 

On rollcall vote No. 447, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 5111, to improve 
the response to victims of sex traf-
ficking, by Representative BEATTY; 

On rollcall vote No. 448, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on a motion to recommit 
on H.R. 3933, Student and Family Tax 
Simplification Act; 

On rollcall vote No. 449, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 3393, Student and 
Family Tax Simplification Act; and 

On rollcall vote No. 450, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3230, Veterans’ Ac-
cess to Care Through Choice, Account-
ability, and Transparency Act of 2014. 

f 

16TH ANNIVERSARY OF CAPITOL 
SHOOTING 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, earlier today, the House ob-
served a moment of silence to remem-
ber the loss of two heroes who gave 
their lives to protect others. 

The deaths of Detective John Gibson 
and Officer Jacob Chestnut are heart-
breaking. An additional tragedy, how-
ever, is that this House has not taken 
action to prevent such incidents from 
happening again. 

The man who took the lives of the 
two police officers had paranoid schizo-
phrenia and had previously been com-
mitted to a psychiatric hospital after 
threatening to kill the President, a 
hospital technician, and his neighbors. 
His paranoid delusions told him to at-
tack the Capitol. Weston cycled in and 
out of emergency rooms as he refused 
medication and followup treatment. 

We know that the perpetrator had a 
brain disease, but our broken mental 
health system prevents others like 
Weston from being treated. The sad 
truth of this situation is it won’t be 
long before we read in the headlines of 
another preventable tragedy. 

The memories of Detective Gibson 
and Officer Chestnut deserve our re-
spect, their families our gratitude, but 
all families deserve our action. 

We must pass H.R. 3717, the Helping 
Families in Mental Health Crisis Act, 
because where there is no help there is 
no hope. 
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